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t he Engl i s h l a n g uage, meet t h e m i n i mum job qu a l i f i c at i o n s o f
the position as established by the appointing authority, be
of good moral character and have a high s c h oo l d i p l om a o r
its equivalent. I am striking the language that says, "and
have a high school diploma or its equivalent". You know,
I 'm probab l y more sensitive than most folks. Maybe I am
overly sensitive, but it occurs to me that if an applicant
can make the other requirements for the job of a policeman
or a fare fighter simply because they might have made a
mistake at some point xn their life, the mistake being not
f i n i s h i n g hi gh sch oo l , should not be held against them in
their applying for these positions. I have a d i f f i cu l t t i me
i n r a t i o n a li z i ng wh y we should put that type of language in
the statutes and put a " shal l " i n front o f it. So I am
asking you to help me strike that language and I might add
that I did not do xt, but I had a strong feeling that I
should have stricken the "of good moral character" language
as wel l b e c a use I t h i nk t h at i s v e r y di f f i cu l t t o det e r m i n e
exactly what that means. I would suggest that anybody could
probably get three glowing letters from somebody telling
their potential employer what kind o f a g r ea t pe r s o n t he y
were. So I h ave some real problems with that l anguage as
well , b ut I am l eav i n g t h at i n . All I am ask i n g you t o
strike is the language t ha t says , "have a h igh scho o l
diploma or its eq uivalent" because I b e l i eve t h at t h e
requirements that they shall be able to read and write the
English language and meet the minimum job q u a l i f i cat i o n s o f
the position as established by the appointing authority
should certainly be high enough for that position. Now I
know that there are those people that say, well . . . a n d I am
sure that Senator Lundy is going to say that, that for those
people who are going to be potential police officers, they
are to take the training, there are ways you can get into
the University of Nebraska without having a hig h sch oo l
diploma. If we can do that at the University of Nebraska,
we surely should be able to get a police officer i nt o t h e
p ol i c e t r ai ni n g ac a d emy w i t h ou t h av i n g a h i gh sch o o l di p l om a
as wel l . So I ask you t o strike that language.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Sen a t o r R u p p .

SENATOR RUPP: Yes, Mr. President, and co l l e a g u es , I have no
objection to Senator Vickers' amendment. I think the good
moral character was in the original statute and it was just
left and as he a lluded to the h igh school dip loma o r
equivalency was I guess in there only as a requirement of
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